


SPEAKER MARVEL PRESIDING

SPEAKER MARVEL: Prayer by Father Sam Boman, St. David's
Episcopal Church, Lincoln, Nebraska.
FATHER BOMAN: Prayer offered.
SPEAKER MARVEL: Roll call. Please record your presence.
Record.
CLERK: There is a quorum present, Mr. President.
SPEAKER MARVEL: Number 3-
CLERK: Yes, sir. Mr. President, your committee on
Banking gives notice of hearing on LR 12 for Monday,
February 22.
Mr. President, I have a report from the Department of 
Roads pursuant to statutory section. That will be filed 
in my office.
I have gubernatorial appointment letters from the Gover
nor. Those will be referred to the Reference Committee.
(See pages 640 and 641 of the Legislative Journal).
Mr. President, your committee on Government whose Chair
man is Senator Kahle to whom was referred LB 701 in
structs me to report the same back to the Legislature 
with the recommendation it be advanced to General File 
with committee amendments attached. That is signed 
by Senator Kahle). (See pages 641 through 644 of the 
Journal).
Your committee on Banking whose Chairman is Senator 
DeCamp to whom was referred LB 708 instructs me to 
report LB 708 advanced to General File with committee 
amendments attached, and LB 751 advanced to General File 
with committee amendments attached. (See pages 645 and 
646 of the Journal). Those are signed by Senator DeCamp.
Your committee on Public Works whose Chairman is Senator 
Kremer to whom was referred LB 655 instructs me to 
report that bill as advanced to General File with 
committee amendments attached. That is signed by Senator 
Kremer. (See page 647 of the Journal).
Mr. President, your committee on Enrollment and Review 
respectfully reports they have carefully examined and 
reviewed LB 62 3 and recommend that same be placed on
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is going to continue to move west and I think maybe in 
some ways this bill may try to hinder that movement in 
spite of the fact that those people would have some tre
mendous advantages in selling their feedlots in terms of 
dollars and cents. I just believe at the moment that I 
can't support the bill.
PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Higgins. Senator
Higgins does call for the question. Do I see five hands?
T do. The question is, shall debate cease? All those in 

vor vote aye, opposed nay. Record the vote.
LERK: 27 ayes, 0 nays to cease debate, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: The motion carries. Debate ceases. Senator
Barrett, you may now close. I believe there is about five 
minutes left if you want to take it.
SENATOR BARRETT: I would simply waive closing, Mr. President,
and move the bill.
PRESIDENT: Okay, the question then Is the advance of LB 668
to E & R initial. All those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. 
Record the vote.
CLERK: 30 ayes, 2 nays, Mr. President, on advancement of the
bill.
PRESIDENT: The motion carries and LB 668 is advanced to E & R
initial. The next bill up is LB 708.
CLERK: Mr. President, LB 708 offered by Senator DeCamp.
(Read title.) The bill was read on January 8 of this year, 
referred to the Banking Committee for a hearing. The bill 
was advanced to General File, Mr. President. There are 
Banking, Commerce and Insurance Committee amendments pending.
PRESIDENT: And before we get to the Banking and Insurance
Committee amendments, the committee amendments, the Chair 
takes great pleasure in introducing from Senator Warner's 
district some 28 senior citizens from Louisville, Nebraska,
Mr. Jim Keyser, member of the Senior Citizens Board. They 
are up here in the North balcony and we welcome all of you 
to your Unicameral Legislature. Welcome. Now the Chair 
recognizes Senator DeCamp for purposes of discussing the 
committee amendments.
SENATOR DeCAMP: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
the committee amendments gut the bill and they do become the 
bill so everybody is aware of that. This is kind of a major 
subject. Every 10, 20, 30, 50 years something that existed
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there all the time is discovered to have a very beneficial 
use if it can be developed. In the case of oil it was there 
for millions of years but until man found a way to use it, 
it was just laying there. Coal, the same way. Nebraska has 
potentially one of the greatest natural resources energy 
sources just laying there that would accommodate about one- 
third in area size of the State of Nebraska, the western 
one-third of the state. Geothermal. Geothermal simply 
means that the earth, every foot you go down in the earth 
becomes warmer and if there is something down there that 
you can take out of very deep in the earth where it is warm, 
that has been heated up, in this case, a fluid called water, 
and you can use that, then you've got an energy source that 
you can use to heat homes, to heat businesses, do the very 
same things that you're using gas and oil, that you're im
porting from Saudi Arabia or Canada. But you've got it 
right here in Nebraska and it is pollution free. What we 
hope with this legislation is to establish for the first 
time, the fact that, hey, we finally recognized the source 
is down there. We're going to use it. We're going to use 
it. It is pollution free and would cost, hopefully, a frac
tion of what imported sources of energy are costing us now.
We import 95% of all of our energy in this state, the most 
energy importing state in the United States. This for the 
first time gives us one source that will start developing 
that energy independence that a number of us have talked 
about and what the bill does is set up a system of giving 
rights for the use of this and that is what the whole amend
ment is. It comes from the Council of State Governments. A 
similar type of amendment or legislation has been now Intro
duced and passed in a number of states and we learned some 
super interesting news over the weekend and it goes something 
like tiiis. The question has been whether there is going to 
be water warm enough and in sufficient quantity to actually 
ever make this useable. Well some testing was done on a well 
and we found that they could get 15 hundred gallons a minute, 
they were worried about getting a hundred, at a temperature 
of about 186 which is more than enough. So the potential 
appears to be unlimited, far more than anybody ever dreamed 
possible and by comparison, these numbers I'm giving you, 
the famous development up in, I think it's South Dakota, 
the water is 156 compared with us at 1 8 6 ° and the quantity 
there was 350 gallons a minute. Here we're talking about a 
well that shows it could produce 15 hundred gallons a minute. 
So that is what the amendment does. It becomes the bill, 
sets the outline for developing our geothermal resources in 
this state and hopefully we will get some additional legisla
tion to put some money into this program and hopefully we will 
for the first time in Nebraska start developing one of our 
major native natural resources, geothermal energy. Now let 
me address one thing that might be brought up. Senator
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Kremer brought it up and it is sure a legitimate question.
It has to do with the use of the by-product and the by
product of course would be cooled down water. Under this 
proposal you could use it for a variety of things and you 
could move it. What we are going to do on Select File, 
we talked to some people, is to put some additional restric
tions in there so that we're certain that the by-product is 
used only in that immediate area so that there isn’t any 
question of changing Nebraska water law and transportation 
of water. So I would urge your adoption of the amendment 
and advancement of the bill. For western Nebraska and 
particularly, ladies and gentlemen, for the Panhandle this 
is the energy source of the future. I can see entire towns 
being heated. I can see businesses p a y in g  a fo u rth  »r a  *■.‘n th  or 
a twentieth of what they are paying now in heating bills.
The gentlemen, Senator Remmers, a number of senators, Wiitala 
went up to South Dakota and they talked to I think a Ford 
dealer up there who had cut his energy bill so dramatically 
it is just astounding with their use and development of 
geothermal. We have that potential here and maybe we have 
the potential to see major business developments as a re
sult of this new energy source if we get going on it. This 
legislation is the cornerstone for development of that new 
resource. I urge you to adopt the amendment.
PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Vickers.
SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President and members, I was happy to
hear Senator DeCamp explain the committee amendments do af
fect the way that we transport water in this state. I was...
I just would simply point out to this body that Section 5 of 
the amendments to LB 708 which become the bill do seem to me 
to make some major changes in the way that we deal with ground
water in this state. Now I know that various members of this 
body have raised that, issue before. I have talked about it 
before. I know Senator Schmit has talked about it before, 
about the fact that ground water at the present time cannot 
be taken from the overlying land. Now that may or may not 
be a reasonable use of that ground water depending on your 
perspective, depending on the way that we look at it. Per
sonally I think that we should look at that situation but I 
just want to raise the issue that we are making some major 
changes about the reasonable use of ground water as it re
lates to the use of the overlying land simply because we are 
talking about in this case, hot water, and I would hope that 
this wouldn't be applied across the board for all uses of 
ground water simply by an amendment out here on the floor.
I think we need to talk about this a little bit more and 
need to understand exactly what we are doing. And I under
stand from other people, and I think Senator DeCamp mentioned 
it, that there will be some clarifying language on Select File
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and I guess I just would be interested to see what that 
clarifying language is, Senator DeCamp, and I don't in
tend to hold the bill up at this point in time but would 
suggest that we do have some discussions about that issue 
over on Select File. Thank you, Mr. President.
PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Kremer.
SENATOR KREMER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, I...Senator
DeCamp...
PRESIDENT: Senator DeCamp, will you respond?
SENATOR KREMER: I think Sena cor Vickers expressed my
concern and also in Section 2, subsection 3 we read, 
"Geothermal occurrence shall mean an underground geologic 
formation in temperature higher than the normal gradient." 
How much higher? 2°, 3°? I think I'm a little concerned 
about that. I think we need to specify that you cannot use 
that, you know, as a vehicle to get water just because it 
is a little bit warmer than the normal and use it for an
other purpose in the long run but I think what you’re pro
posing may take care of that but I am a little concerned 
about the language there when you say "higher than normal." 
What do you mean, 2°, 3 # i0 or what?
PRESIDENT: Senator DeCamp, will you respond?
SENATOR KREMER: Will you respond to that, please?
SENATOR DeCAMP: Senator, the geothermal expert we had
there at the committee hearing flew in from, I think it 
was Colorado or somewhere, and...Yellowstone Park...we 
specifically wanted to put some language in there about 
a certain number of degrees and he gave a rather compli
cated explanation as to why this becomes a certain, a very 
complex and difficult thing and let me try to explain it 
this way, as I understand it. At different levels you have 
normal gradient, different automatic temperatures of water. 
We obtain this additional heat because this water has gone 
down and come up and we're getting the benefit of having 
gone down and come up and, therefore, it's that kind of 
water that stands out so substantially in temperature 
range that there is no question that it is "geothermal" 
but if you want to get additional language or clarifica
tion I can get with you and at least give you all the in
formation that they brought to us as to why a specific 
temperature can cause you problems but if you feel that 
is necessary I’ll sure be willing to get some information 
together and get with you, if that is okay.
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SENATOR KREMER: Well the proposal you're making in the
way of an amendment to your amendment may take care of 
that in that when the by-product is taken more than maybe 
a mile away then it can't be used for anything except for 
heating purpose only.
SENATOR DeCAMP: Yes, I think a mile and a half is the
maximum transportation that is effective for geothermal 
at this time.
SENATOR KREMER: Thank you, Senator.
PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Schmit.
SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
I apologize I was not present when the bill was heard nor 
was I present when the committee‘voted to advance the bill 
to the floor. I want to caution you that it is not only 
Section 5 that is of interest to you but Section 4 contains 
some items of extreme interest. The implication is that 
the water used for geothermal purpose is a mineral right 
and as such can be bought and sold and it has implications 
which may or may not be agreeable to the members of this 
body but I believe you should recognize that. I do not 
know at this time just what Senator DeCamp has in mind on 
Select File but I believe that when we refer to high tem
perature water we can also recognize that temperature of 
a lower temperature, water of a lower temperature can also 
be used for various purposes and under such conditions has 
a marketable value. Whether or not the use of that product 
should determine how we handle it ir. this instance should be dis
cussed by this body so I would caution you to take a good 
look at both Section 4 and 5.
PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Carsten.
SENATOR CARSTEN: Mr. President, I'd like to ask Senator
DeCamp a question. If I understand this correctly....
PRESIDENT: Senator DeCamp, will you respond.
SENATOR CARSTEN: Senator DeCamp, I'm sure you're aware that
we've had some problems out in western Nebraska with mineral 
rights and the taxation thereof.
SENATOR DeCAMP: Right.
SENATOR CARSTEN: I'm wondering if this bill is putting
geothermal product into that same category as oil and gas 
and so forth and if there is going to have tn be a deter
mination of value to that mineral or if it's In that same 
class. Would you answer that for me?
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SENATOR DeCAMP: Okay, Senator Carsten, good question.
It is not a regulatory bill but a giving of a rights bill, 
identifying a right so, yes, indeed, this comes into ques
tion or brings into play the question of mineral rights 
and values and so on and so forth. Until we finally even 
establish that the concept exists, that the right exists, 
we can't really develop it or do anything with it.
SENATOR CARSTEN: But in the event that does occur, does
happen, actually, then there will have to be a determina
tion of the value of that and that woula be regarded as a 
mineral right the same as others?
SENATOR DeCAMP: Yes, sir.
SENATOR CARSTEN: Thank you, sir.
PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Beutler.
SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator DeCamp, could you just tell us
briefly where these resources are? What areas of the state 
we're talking about with regard to the use of the water for 
this purpose?
SENATOR DeCAMP: Okay. The western one-third geographically
of Nebraska. In other words, it would include the entire 
panhandle and would go east from there, depending upon what 
the geological studies show, would go east from there. As 
I understand, maybe even another...it could go up to within 
forty or fifty miles of Grand Island. That is how far east 
it theoretically could go, but basically they're talking 
absolutely about the western one-third of the state where 
they do have wells, evidence that it could be used, geo
thermal energy.
SENATOR BEUTLER: Thank you.
PRESIDENT: You have about a minute left on the whole bill,
just for your information. Senator Remmers wants to speak 
yet.
SENATOR REMMERS: I wanted to make a few comments, Mr.
Speaker, but I don't want to hold up the bill and so I'll 
forego those comments.
PRESIDENT: Okay, thank you. Senator DeCamp, do you want
to take a vote then on the committee amendment?
SENATOR DeCAMP: Mr. President, if we don't take a vote, if
we don't ret it moved we’re going to delay geothermal devel
opment another year. We've already delayed it one.
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PRESIDENT: Okay, so the motion is the adoption of the com
mittee amendments which as you said are the bill. All those
in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Record the vote.
CLERK: 27 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of the
committee amendments.
PRESIDENT: All right, now we're on the bill itself. Senator
DeCamp, do you have anything further? Senator Vickers, do 
you want to speak to the bill? No. Senator Schmit, anything 
Senator Schmit, you don't wish to speak any further on the
bill, do you? All right, Senator DeCamp, I guess we're ready
for a vote then on the advance of LB 708. All those In favor 
of advancing LB 708 to E & R initial vote aye, opposed nay. 
Record the vote.
CLERK: 27 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on the motion to
advance the bill.
PRESIDENT: The motion carries. LB 708 is advanced to E & R
initial. The next bill is LB 751, Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: Mr. President, LB 751 offered by Senator Goodrich.
(Read title.) The bill was read on January 11, referred to 
Banking, Commerce and Insurance. The bill was advanced to 
General File, Mr. President. There are committee amendments 
pending by the Banking Committee.
PRESIDENT: Senator DeCamp, the Chair recognizes you for pur
poses of discussing the committee amendments to LB 751.
SENATOR DeCAMP: Oh, Mr. President, as I recall this is the
loan broker thing which we've had more than a little trouble in 
this state on, people saying they're going to find somebody 
money and charging them piles of dollars. We had one scandal 
after another that the Attorney General has been dealing 
with. We think we've got legislation put together tc cor
rect it. The Wesely amendment on this bill simply says 
that It would fall under the Consumer Protection Act which 
we've got an Attorney General's opinion #208 saying unless 
we put this amendment, unless we specifically say it, it 
won't fall under that so the amendment makes it specifically 
fall under the Consumer Protection Act. I urge you to adopt 
it.
PRESIDENT: Any further discussion? Senator Schmit? Senator
Wesely first and then Senator Schmit. Senator Wesely, on the 
committee amendments.
SENATOR WESELY: Yes. Mr. President, members of the Legisla
ture, the Attorney General's office was contacted. They did
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March 17, 1982 

SENATOR CLARK PRESIDING

LB 573, 633, 668, 708, 751, 
875, 714, 790, 766, 890A, 
579, 662, 677

SENATOR CLARK: The prayer will be given this morning by
Monslgnor Charles Keenan, Blessed Sacrament Church, from 
Lincoln.
MONSIGNOR KEENAN: Prayer.
SENATOR CLARK: Roll call.

RECORDER MALFUNCTION - (Inaudible)

The following information was taken from the Legislative 
Journal dated March 17, 1982.
LB 573 placed on Select File as amended. LB 633 placed on
Select File as amended. LB 688 placed on Select File.
LB 708 Placed on Select File as amended. LB 751 placed on
Select File as amended. LB 875 placed on Select File as
amended. LB 714 Placed on Select File as amended. LBs 790, 
7 6 6 , 890 All placed on Select File.
LB 579 was passed with the emergency clause. Vote appears 
on page 1211 of the Legislative Journal. 39 ayes, 0 nays,
3 present and not voting, 7 excused and not voting.

RECORDER NOW OPERATING 
CLERK: Read LB 662.
SENATOR CLARK: All provisions of law relative to procedure
having been complied with, the question is, shall the bill 
pass? All those in favor vote aye, opposed vote nay.
CLERK: Senator Clark voting yes.
SENATOR CLARK: Have you all voted? Record the vote.
CLERK: 43 ayes, 1 nay, 5 excused and not voting. Vote
appears on page 1212 of the Legislative Journal.
SENATOR CLARK: The bill is declared passed on Final
Reading. The Clerk will read LB 677-
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aye, opposed nay. LB 573 Is advanced to E & R for Engross
ment. We are ready, Senator Nichol, are you ready yet? No?
We will go on to the next, bill then, LB 633*
CLERK: Mr. President, LB 633, there are E & R amendments.
PRESIDENT: Chair recognizes Senator Kilgarin.
SENATOR KILGARIN: I move we adopt the E & R amendments to
LB 633.
PRESIDENT: Motion is to adopt the E & R amendments to 633.
Is there any discussion? If not, all those in favor of 
adopting the E & R amendments to 633 signify by saying aye, 
opposed nay. The E & R amendment to 633 are adopted. Any 
further amendments?
CLERK: Nothing further on the bill, Mr. President.
PRESIDENT: Senator Kilgarin, would you wish to advance the
bill?
SENATOR KILGARIN: I move we advance LB 633.
PRESDIENT: Motion is to advance 633. Any discussion? All
those in favor of advancing 633 to E & R for Engrossment 
signify by saying aye, opposed nay. LB 633 is advanced to 
E & R for Engrossment. Next bill is 668.
CLERK: I have nothing on the bill,Mr. President.
PRESIDENT: All right, Senatcr Kilgarin.
SENATOR KILGARIN: I move we advance LB 668.
PRESIDENT: Motion is to advance LB 668 to E & R for Engross
ment. Any discussion? All those in favor signify by 
saying aye, opposed nay. LB 668 is advanced to E & R for 
Engrossment. Senator Nichol.
SENATOR NICHOL: Mr. Chairman, LB 708, instead of taking
the time of the body to work out amendments, we are doing 
this on the side and I think that we have it worked out but 
they won't be printed and we will have to pass over this 
today.
PRESIDENT: So you are asking that it be passed over. All 
right, 708 will be passed over. We will go on to LB 751»
Mr. Clerk.






































